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ON THE CREATNESS OF GOB. 


From the works of any being 
we learn the attributes, which 
constitute his character. And 
from the magnitude of his works 
we acquire an idea of his great- 
ness. This isone way by which 
we may obtain some idea of the 
divine greatness. 

The views of mankind, in gene- 
tral, are very limited and defec- 
tive. They are not apt to extend 
their views beyond the little cir- 
cle, in which they act and move. 
Of ceurse, in a comparative sense, 
they have very diminutive ideas 
of Jehovah. They are apt to 
think, that he is very much like 
themselves. But when we at- 
tend to the works of God, to 
their extent, magnitude, connex- 
ions and dependencies, his great- 
ness fills us with astonishment. 
Some attention will be given, 

I. To the magnitude and ex- 


tent of the works of God. ‘The 


selar system is a stupendous 


work. The Sun is the centre in 


this system, and is many times 
larger, than this whole Earth. 
When we considet the magnitude 
éf this globe on which we live; 


when we reflect that several of 


the primary planets are larger 
than this earth; and when we 
consider the number of moons, 
which revolve around some of the 
planets, what a vast system pre- 
sents itself toour view. Yet, ac- 
cording to the most rational con- 
jectures, this system is connected 
with other systems. Each fixed 
star ig considered as a Sun, and cen~ 
tre to other worlds. Those bod- 
tes, which revolve around a fixed 
Star, constitute another system. 
There may be, therefore, as many 
systems of worlds, as there are fix- 
éd stars, the number of which 
cannot with certainty be ascer- 
tained. Hence our system com- 
pared with the whole number of 
systems in existerice is but a small 
fabric. ; 

This we believe, that God is a 
self-existent, eternal being. Of 
course. an indefinite number of 
ages preceded the existence of our 


world. And it is not rational to’ 


suppose, that through this indefi- 
nite number of ages, the divine 
attributes were dormant, and un- 
employed. It is far more ratien- 
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al to believe, there have been 
myriads of ages, employed in cre- 
ating worlds, and governing the 
worlds created. Hence there has 
been time for the creation of in- 
numerable systems of worlds. 
And the supposition, that an in- 
definite number of systems do exist, 
is not inconsistent with reason, 
nor with the nature of the divine 
attributes. 

It is natural to ask; why do 
so many systems of worlds exist ? 
In reply, it ought to be observed, 
that the worlds, which compose 
so many systems, are only materi- 
al, corporeal bodies. Hence they 
are incapable of knowledge and 
happincss. As far a$ we can see, 
they are of no use, unless they are 
places of abode, and accommoda- 
tion, means of life and happiness 
to sensitive and rational beings. 
We may, therefore, conclude 
those worlds are all inhabited by 
rational beings, who are capable 
of knowing, serving and enjoying 
their great Creator, And we 
know, that delow vs existence is 
filled with different orders of liv- 
ing creatures deen to the lowest, 
next to lifeless matter. And why 
is it not as rational to suppose, that 
existence cbove us is filled with 
ranks of beings rising one above 
another wp to the one supreme? In- 
deed, this rational supposition is 
supported by scripture. Weread 
of erders of beings above us, such 
as Anzels, both holy and unholy, 
among whom there are different 
ranks. called thrones, dominions, 
powers, principalities, and distin- 
guts! ed by other names. 

When we consider, that the 
materiai worlds are inhabited by 
minnerous grades of rational be- 
ings ; how extensive and stupen- 
dous are the works of God? 








When we thus attend to the num- 
ber and magnitude of material 
worlds, and the numerous orders 
of intelligent beings, who inhabit 
them, we are filled with astonish- 
ment, and may cry out with the 
Psalmist, Oh Lord, how mazni- 
fold are thy works! But, 

2. Attend to the connexions 
and dependencies of created ex- 
istences. Our earth, as well as 
the ether planets, is connected 
with the sun asits centre. It is 
dependent on the sun for its light 
by day, and on the moon for its 
light by night. Our earth may, 
in like manner, afford light to 
those, who inhabit the moon. 
And it is probable that our sys- 
tem is connected with other sys- 
tems. 

In this world, with which we 
are best acquainted, we find, that 
the numerous orders of beings, 
which exist on its surface, are con- 
nected, and dependent on each: 
other, No one thing is so formed 
as to exist without the assistance 
of some other created being. Sen- 
sitive, rational beings could not 
live without air, water, and heat. 
The vegetable, and animal parts 
of the creation are dependent on 
the earth, and other elements for 
their subsistence. Men are de- 
pendent on those in a greater or 
less degree for their subsistence. 
This dependence of one thing on 
another is mutual, and extends as 
faras our researches have been 
carried. 

Men are connected with An- 
gels, and more or less dependent 
on their services. By virtue of 
this connexion and dependence, 
the fallen Angels have effected a 
revolution in this world attended 
with awful consequences. And 
the holy Angels, we are inform- 
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ed, daily minister to the heirs of 
salvation. And they are depend- 

ent on us for the knowledge they 
have of the work of redemption. 
Our conduct, therefore, has 6cca- 
sioned those events, which have 
been a means of much knowledge 
and joy to holy angcls. 

As we find it is a fact, that ma- 
terial worlds and living beings 
are gonstructed on one general 
plan, that all existences are con- 
nected, and materially dependent 


on each other, in many respects, 


as far as our information actually 
extends, we may from this infer, 
that a like connexion, and mutual 
dependence prevails through all 
the worksof Jehovah. So that 
our system is only a part of the 
system of the universe, Indeed, 
that all created existences are only 
paris of one immense whole, which 
are closely connected, and mutu- 
ally dependent, tending to one 
ultimate end. 

This brief view of the works of 
God may give us some idea of his 
—" greatness. And, 

How great is his wisdom or 
sehalihaie’ ! The plan of the uni- 
verse must be formed previous to 
its existence. As every wise agent 
must aim at some ultimate end in 
all his acttons, and all his works 
must be subordinated toit, the 
more extensive and numerous the 
parts, composing a plan, the more 
wisdom it displays. 

Now, consider what wisdom 
was necessary to determine how 
many worlds should exist, to de- 
termine their magnitudes, their 
distances from each other, their 
velocities, their connexions, and 
dependences, so as to subserve 
their final end in the most perfect 
manner. ‘To determine how ma- 
ny orders of living beings, and in 


what proportion they should rise 
one above another, the powers 
they should possess, the worlds 
they should inhabit, the spheres in 
which they should act, the actions 
they should perform, with their 
connexions, and mutual dependen- 
ces; what wisdom was necessary! 

And furthermore, when we 
consider, that individual existen- 
ces were designed to answer par- 
licular ends, as the eye to see, the 
ear to hear, and the same thing 
to answer severa/ particular ends, 
as the airto be a means: of life, 
and of the growth of vegetables, 
andthe like; and how all these 
particular things and ends are 
connected as links ina chain in 
almost an infigite series; how ase 
tonishing is the wisdom, which 
has so perfectly adapted them to 
their respective uses, and connect- 
ed the whole in such a manner 
as perfectly to answer his ultimate 
design! Howvastthe plan of 
Jehovah! How boundless the 
wisdom, which concerted it! We 
are left in the contemplation of it, 
and overwhelmed with amaze- 
ment. 

2. Seriously reflect on the 
greatness of the divine power. 
If we consider power to be great 
in proportion to the number, and 
greatness of the effects it produc- 
es; how astonishing is the divine 
omnipotence ? 

What power was necessary to 
give existence to so many 
worlds, of such amazing mag- 
nitudes, to support them in 
existence, to impel them with 
such inconceivable velocity a- 
round their common centres! At 
the same time, how mighty must 
be that hand which couid give ex- 
istence to all the orders of beings, 
that inhabit them, and uphold 
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them every moment of their ex- 
istence ? It requires the exertion 
of the same power, and in an equal 
degree, to preserve, as tO creaie. 
This being considered, if we see 
worlds wasted one after another 
through every moment of dura- 
tion, we should not behold any 
greater display of divine power, 
than are now constantly made be- 
fore us in the preservetion of all 
things, which exist. Who can 
form an adequate idea of omnip- 
otence ? His power exceeds all 
description. 

3. How infinitely diffusive the 
divine benevolence! How nume- 
rous isthe family of God! The 
countless grades of fiving crea- 
tures on this globe have their 
wants supplied from his benefi- 
cent hand. At the sametime, 
he is satisfying the desires of all 
the living beings, with which myr- 
lacs of worlds are peopled. 

indeed divine goodness is the 
Primary principle of action in the 
universe. Benevolence employed 
the divine wisdom in concerting 
a plan of operation; and his 
power in executing it, that it 
might diffuse itself, and produce 
the greatest, possible sum of 
happiness. Every thing may be 
traced back to a benevolent dis- 
position as its primary, and ori- 
ginalcause. If God had not been 
benevolent, the present universe 
would never have had existence. 
Then how energetic, how opera- 
tive, how powerful is the princi- 
ple of benevolence in the Deity? 
Its greatness is incomprehensible. 
Tr is the original, eternal source 
of all created good in the uni- 
verse. The salutary streams 
which flow from this fountain 
are countless. Who can compre- 
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enlarged views of his greatness 
and majesty, are very faint and 
imperfect. He weighethi the 
mountains in scales, and fle hills 
ina balance. Je taketh up the 
isles aa a very little thing. ‘The 
view of the divine greatness, 
which has been exhibited, affords 
several remarks, which deserve a 
serious consideration. 

1. How little and insignificant 
is man compared with God! The 
wisest man could not project and 
execute the plan of the most di- 
nrinutive creature in existence. 
The formation of a plant, ofa 
tree, of a fly, or human body, ex- 
ceeds the skill of all created wis- 
dom. And what is the power of 
man compared with omnipotence ! 
What are cities, what are temples, 
what are lofty pyramids, or the 
most magnificent works of men 
compared with the grand fabric 
of the universe? They: ar@fioth- 
ing. The powers of the humana 
mind are exceedingly limited. “Com- 
pared with God our wistom is 
folly, our power is weakness, 
God, to impress on our minds 
some sense of his greatness and 
our nothingness, says, ‘‘ the na- 
tions are as the drop of the buck- 
et, and are accounted as the small 
dust of the balance.”? ll nations 
before him are as nothing, and 
they are counted unto him éess 
than nothing, and vanity. 

2. Hew despicable does a pef- 
son appear puffed up with pride ! 
Some persons have very exalted 
views of the greatness of their 
abilities, their knowledge, their 
goodness, their grandeur, and res- 
pectability. Their feelings say, 
they ought to be highly esteemed, 
and reverenced, as beings of supe- 
rior dignity and greatness. They 
arraign God at the bar of they 
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judgment, and point out imper- 
fections in his works, and show in 
what particular his plan might 
have betm concerted more benev- 
olently and wisely.- In doing this, 
they exalt themselves above Je- 


hhovah. Yet they have not a per- 


fect knowledge of the least thing 
in existence. Compared with the 
whole extent of the works of God, 


they are circumscribed by the 


smallest circle. How are persons, 
who are nothing, insignificant as 
worms, deceived and blinded by” 
the pride of their hearts, which in ” 
this manner puffs them up, with 
exalted views of their own great- 
ness! Self-conceit is the offspring 
of ignorance and pride. How 
would a worm apy@ar in our 
sight, if swollen with a high opin- 
ion of its own greatness and im- 
portance, it should undertake to 
censure the plans and works of 
men, aid. dictate tothem in what 
respects they might make wise al- 
teratious and amendments! 
How would such a worm be des- 
pised by men, and for its 
haughtiness be trodden under 
foot! How then must a proud 
man, whois but a worm com- 
pared with God, appear in his 
sight! Pride, which makes men 
appear great, and grand, in their 
own sight, renders them despica- 
ee in the sight of God 

This subject may give Us 
some e faint view of the extreme 
stupidity of men, Men areas ea- 
sily crushed by the almighty arm 
of Jehovah, asa worm by our 
feet. We are in momentary dan- 
ger of falling victims to his 
wrath, which sin has kindled in- 
toa flame. Yet men crawl as 
worms beneath the feet of the 
S3reat Eternal, unawed, and un- 
cfected. We are more stupid 
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than Apostate spirits. For they 
believe, and ¢remble. Surely such 
hardened sinners have no sense 
of the greatness of God, or their 
own nothingness. If they had, 
they would tremble with appre- 
hension. 

Their awful stupidity is further 
evident from their daily sinful 
practi¢tes. If men had a realizing 
sense of God’s greatness, majesty, 
and glory, aaa of their own insig- 
nificance, weakness, and depend- 
ence, would they dare to take his 
name in vain ? Would they call 
mn him to damn them, # send 
them to hell? Would they diso- 
bey their maker without the least 
dread, and daringly trample‘up- 
on htsauthority? Would they re- 
ject his Son, and set him at 
naught? Wouid they, like Judas, 
seli him for money, or prefer ox- 
en, farms, and any worldly good 
to him, and the blessings of his 
gospel? Would they restrain 
prayer, forget their maker, and 
forsake him, and serve and wore 
ship the creature, when he hath 
said, thou shale have no other 
Geds before me ? Would they on 
the sabbath, on the day, which 
God has set apart for religious 
services only, trifle, and spend it 
in business, in thoughts, and in 
conversation, of a worldly na- 
ture? Would they in the house 
of God spend their time in drow- 
siness, in play, and merriment, 
and be so inattentive to those sol- 
emn truths, which God by his 
ministers delivers to them from 


heaven? In a word, would man-. 


kind five in ¢onstant rebellion a- 
gainst the holy Sovereign of the 
universe without any fear, and in 
such security, aud at such eave, as 
are in fact apparent, if they had a 


lively sense of the greatness of 
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God, and their own nothingness? 
The stupidity of men, when we 
consider’ what they are compar- 
ed with God, is alarming and as- 
tonishing. It gives us a clear 
view of the stupifying, blinding, 
hardening nature of sin. Let 
sinners tremble through fear that 
they shall never awake from their 
slumbers, till they awake in the 
ruins of despair. 

4. This subject will afford us 
some useful reflections on a heav- 
enly state of existence. 

Heaven is the residence of the 
great Jehovah, where his glory 
shines with a splendor far exceed- 
ing the brightness of the sun; so 
that there is no need of sun or 
moon to illuminate tkat world. 
It is, also, to be the everlasting 
residence of all holy beings. For, 
we read, that God hath purposed 
in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times to gather together in one 
allthings in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on 
earth,even in him. Heaven isto 
be the habitation of 4o/y bangs on- 
/y. Andas Christ is the head of 
all principalities and powers, or 
of different ranks of created be- 
ings, and isto gather together in 
one all things, that is, will col- 
lect all holy creatures together, 
and unite them in one society un- 
der himself the head, we have 
reason to believe this heavenly so- 
ciety will be formed, not only of 
saints and angels, but of holy in- 
telligences from other worlds. 

Furthermore, God is cternal. 
Does the reason of any person 
teach him, that the divine attri- 
butes were dormant, and unem- 
ployed for ages, before this world 
was created? If not, then sys- 

tems of worlds might have been 
creaied, ages before 011 system 
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had existence, and peopled with 
intelligent beings of different 
grades. Forages they have been 
making advances in knowledge. 
And for ages, before our world 
existed, heaven, the place of resi- 
dence for holy beings from every 
part of the universe, may have 
been imcreésing in numbers. 
Whence came the different ranks 
of Angels, who inhabit that 
world ? How long ts it since heav- 
en became the place of their a- 
bode? And are they employed 
as ministering spirits to thi 
world ? And may they be sent to 
other worlds on important me‘sa- 
os: 

When all these things are con- 
sidered, what a field for improve- 
ment does* heaven present to 
view. When saints arrive at the 
habitation of God and holy intel- 
ligences, they will be pure as 
God is pure. Freed from sin, it 
will no more darken their minds, 
orharden their hearts, or inter- 
rupt them in the service and en- 
joyment of God, and the society 
of the blessed, nor prevent their 
making rapid advances in knowl. 
edge. When they arrive in heav- 
en, and are one with beings of 
vastly superior rank, they may 
receive great light and instruction 
from them. By them they may 
become acquainted with other 
worlds, where they once lived, 
aud have their views greatly en- 
larged with respect te the divine 
plan of government. They may, 
also, be sent to other worlds on 
business of vast importance, as 
Angels are to this, and become 
personaliy acquainted with the 
dispensaiions of God towards 
them. And, higher or lower or- 
ders by conversation with saints 
may become mere and more ac- 
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quainted with the glorious and 
sublime works of our redemption 
through Christ. In _ heaven, 
where saints may become increas- 
ingly acquainted with different 
parts of the universe, where they 
will associate with different or- 
ders of created intelligences, where 
they will be one with the Father 
and the Son, and where perfect 
love and peace will forever reign, 
how imconceivably great will be 
heir biessedness! How rapidly 
they must merease in knowledge, 
in love, and felicity! Their im- 
provements will also, be endless. 
Whatamazing heightsthey will 
reoch in distant periods of eterni- 
ty “hey will as much farther 
exceed what they now are, as the 
greatest man, or angel now ex- 
eeds the infantof a day. Yet, 


i 
And the more they know the 
more they will admire and adore 
with raptures of joy the incom- 
prehensible greatness of their Cre- 
ator, When we contemplate the 
oreatness of God we are lost ina 
boundless prospect. 

With these views, when we 
look down on men, and see them 
crovelling here in the dust ; how 
diminutively do they appear! 
And when we consider, that de- 
pravity of heart has led mankind, 
in every age, to disobey God, des- 
pise his authority, slight his kind 
invitations, turn a deaf ear to all 
his counsels, and reproofs, to re- 
ject his Son. and ail the unspeak- 
able blessings offered them, for 
the sake of earthly toys and van- 
ities, how has sin sunk and de- 
graded human nature! Instead 
ofhaving enlarged views of the 
divine greatness and glory, and 
having their hearts softened, and 
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warmed with benevolent affec- 
tion, their views are contracted, 
and a few comparatively trifling 
objects captivate their hearts. 
And to reflect, that the finally 
impenitent will eternally sink low. 
er and lower in infamy, shame, 
and misery ; how dreadful is the 
thought, when, if they improve 
their present opportunities, they 
might rise to the exalted seats of 
glory in heaven! N. 





NARRATIVE. 


Ait the request of seme of my friendr, 
L submit to the disposal of the Edit- 
ors of the Adviser, the following 
narrative of my life, and of what 
the Lord has caused me to experi- 
ence of the riches of his grace. 


From my infancy, until about 
the age of fourteen years, I gene- 
rally resided with my father, 
where I received much religious 
instruction. At about the age of 
fourteen, I went to live witha 
merchant, witk whom I resided 
until the age of twenty three. 
During this period, I lost sight of 
my religious instructions, and'im. 
pressions. Nor is this surprising ; 
for my master made light of reli- 
gion, and a store is not, general- 
ly, 2 place, where much religious 
instruction is obtained; but, on 
the contrary, it is usually a place, 
where much wickedness is practis- 
ed. During this time, I frequent- 
ly attended public worship; es- 
pecially, when I could avail my- 
self of the opportunity to transact 
any business. But, the impres- 
sions 1 received, either from the 
written or preached word were, 
that I ought to be honest in my 
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dealings, so far as to give every 
man his just weight and meas- 
ure; and that this would be 
enough for me. ‘Thatis, I con- 
cluded, that if I did not vary 
from this, I should do well 
enough, in this world, and in the 
world to come. From the age of 
twenty three, to that .of twenty 
eight, I resided in different pla- 
ces; and grew more and more 
thoughtless about religiun, and 
hardened in sin, and contracted 
many evil habits, such as gam- 
bling, and the like. At about 
the age of twenty eight, I marri- 
ed, and settled in the place where 
I still reside; and perhaps very 
few of the children of wickedness 
ever enjoyed themselves, in the 
matrimonial state, better than I 
did, for about two or three vears. 
I, and my companion, could cor- 
dially unite in attending bails, in 
taking a hand at cards, and in 
other vain amrsements. But, at 
Jength, my wife became the sub- 
ject of some religious impressions, 
and began to think that dancing 
ought not to be practiced, at least 
by heads of families, and that 
card. playing was equally wrong. 
i endeavered to convince her, that 
she was in an error, and told her, 
there was a time for all things ; 
that dancing, and a hand at cards, 
now and then, were all right. 
_— she retained her conviction 
1 the wickedness of these things, 
“i began to spend much of her 
time in reading, and discoursing 
upon religious subjects. I advis- 
ed her to lay aside her foolish no- 
tions, and to quit reading, lest 
she should become quite derang- 
ed, But my exertions were ail 
in vain. 
Soon after this, we were invit- 
ed to a ball, in the vicinity ;. and 
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I proposed to her to attend ; but 
she declined. Upon this, my 
temper began to rise, and I told 


her, I would attend, whether she’ 


would, or not. I accordingly 
attended, without her, at that 
time; and, I believe, once or 
twice afterwards. I did all [ 
could, to persuade her to join me, 
in such recreations, and assured 
her, that [ positively would at- 
tend bails, myself, until I was so 
old, that I could not dance. She, 
on her part, still insisted, that 
such things were all vanity, and 
very unbecoming in heads of fam- 
ilies ; and urged, that we — 
to seta better example before the 
youth, and to seek, for sails, 


a kingdom, which is not of this’ 


world. Her engagedness increas- 
ed, and this inereased my oppost- 
tion. To the thought, that reli- 
gion snould come into *i fami- 
ly, at this early period, I could 
not be reconciled. 

In most arguments, upon reli- 
gious subjects, my, wite would 
confute me;. for shé understood 
the scriptures much better than 
myself. At this time, we gene- 
rally attended meetings; and, 
frequently when we returned from 
public worship, she would ob- 
serve, that we had heard a very 
good sermon ; and ae ask my 
opinion respecting it. I would 
sometimes approve; but, gene- 
rally, I found fault with some 
part of the discourse. My obser- 
vations, to her, respecting minis- 
ters, were, that they were under 
the solemn oath of God to preach 
the sospel, and lawyers were un- 
der solemn oath to be true to their 
clients. But, said 1, if I am on- 
ly honest in my dealings, that is 
noe for me; and what does 
t signify to trouble ourselves se 
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much about religion. But, not- 
withstanding my opposition, I 
could not now sit under preach- 
ing with that inattention and in- 
difference, that I did formerly. 
I was more attentive, that I 
might, if possible, find something 
in the sermon, with which 1 
might find fault. Sometimes, 
when I left the meeting house, I 
felt myself to be a sinner; and, 
to get rid of these feelings, would 
enter, assoon as possible, upon 
some worldly conversation. On 
my return home, I would take 
my newspaper, with a similar in- 
tention. But, at the same time, 
my anger much increased, be- 
cause my wife would not be per- 
suaded, that religion was pot a 
reality. 

At this time, my wife convers- 
ed freely, with almost every one 
she saw, on the subject of reli- 
gion ; and one young woman, in 
particular, who had become very 
serious, frequently called at my 
house, to converse with her. 
They would often sing some sol- 
emn hymns together, which was 
exceedingly painful and offensive 
to me, and increased my resent- 
ment to such a degree, that | be- 
came outrageous, and would 
curse and swear, and even weep 
with anger. At length, [ forbid 
the young woman to come into 
my house; or, rather, told her, 
that I hoped to God she would 
never darken my doors again ; 
and she discontinued her visits, 
excepting when she could make 
them in my absence, or without 


-my knowledge. To increase my 


affliction, our minister, and: his 
wife, furnished my wife with 
some religious books, which crea- 
ted in me an antipathy against 
them. I told her to read the Bi- 
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ble ; that that was enough for 
her to read ; and that she would 
become deranged, if she continu- 
ed to read so many books. She 
replied, that she was in more 
danger of being deranged by my 
conduct, than by reading reli- 
gious books. She frequently read 
passages to me, which were par- 
ticularly solemn, and would ask 
me if that was not very good. I 
would answer, in a rage, some- 
times one thing, and sometimes 
another. 

About this time, meetings for 
religious conference were intro- 
duced, in the neighborhood, and 
gave me much uneasiness)s My 
wife frequently attended ; but I 
labored to convince her, that 
nothing could be more destruc- 
tive, than spending time in such 
a manner. I insisted, that we 
were as much commanded to la- 
bor, six days in the week, as we 
were to keep the seventh holy ; 
for that the command was, “ six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work.”* Hence, I argued, 
that, if we kept the Sabbath, there 
was no need of spending any 
more time, in religious exercises. 
She observed, that she thought 
time might be spent quite as prof- 
itably, in attending such meet- 
ings, as at the tavern, or gaming 
table. ‘‘his increased the flame 
of opposition in my breast. But 
I think nothing stung me so 
deeply, as her attending to secret 
prayer. O, how my heart was 

*This same person had insisted 
much on the lawfulness of spending 
time in balls, at the card-table, and in 
other vain arnusements. Whenhe was 
urging these things, he did not con- 
sider himself commanded to jabor six 
days inthe week. Such is the incon- 
sistency of the cnemics of religion.— 
bd-ters. 
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pained, and my anger kindled! 
My distress, my tears of wrath 
and anguish, unfitted me for 
sleep, cr rest. I might very just- 
ly have appropriated to myself 
the language of scripture, “There 
13mo peace to the wicked.” 

I was now about to take a 
journey, and the day before I set 
out, a small pamphlet was sent 
to my wife, from our miuvister, 
which came to my kyowledge. 
It was on the subject of relig ion : 
and, I think, recommend led se- 
cret prayer. I caid litle about 
it, uati) the morning Tieft home}; 
but I was so vexed. that I could 
not depart, u til Thad railed and 
sworn, both ae the pamphlet, 
and abou: the minister; and, in- 


sterd of taking leave of my wife, 
with kincness and affection, like 


Naaman, I *‘ turned, and went a. 
Way in a rage,” leaving her in 
tears. I mounted my horse, al- 
most determined not to return 
home very sccz. Qn my jour- 
ney, which was about eighty 
miles, I found very little enjoy- 
ment; for my mind was contin- 
ually upon w hat had taken piace, 

at home, respectin g religion. A 
fellow traveller frequent ly rejated 
some romancical story, which 
would, fora moment, engage my 
attention 3 bunt, still, my mind 
was lke “the troubled sea, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” 
When I reached the place of my 
destination, | put up w ith an old 
iriend, whose f. einai y was not ther 
religious ; thoug oh, saeesy be 
dxod, it bas since 5 enna so. I 
shoriy taformed my friend of 
what bad taken place in my iam. 

ily ; telling him, that I believed 
oi wife would soon be derang ed, 
she was so envaged in relig 1OU 5 
and that, what to do, I knew 
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not ; for I had labored to pre- 
vent her attending to the sub- 
ject; but, to no purpose. My 
friend spake lightly of the mat- 
ter, and gave me no relief. After 
tarrying ‘two or three days, hav- 
ing completed my business, [ con- 
cluded to return home, with my 
fellow traveiler, and to renew 
my exertions to dissuade my wife 
irom atiending toreligion. On 
our journey “home, my fellow 
traveller, and myself, frequently 
conversed on religious subjects. 
i fouud be believed that religion 
was a reality, though he did not 
profess to possess it. L asked him, 
if he believed in a change of 
heart. He said he did. I repli- 
ed, that I did: not; and insisted 
that there could be no such 
change ; only there might be a 
resolution to reform; and im- 
moral persons might leave off 
bad habits, such as swearing, 
stealing, &c. But, as for a new 
heart, there could be no such 
thine. 

When E came near home, I be- 
gan to think what would take 
place, on my atrival. The 
thought then struck me, that 1 
left my wife in tears: and that, 
justas | departed, sue handed 
me a paper, in which she tender- 
ly requested me, to have her in 
remembrance. Now, thought 1, 
should I find her dead, what 
shall I say, resp ecting my con- 
duct towards her. The thought 
struck me with horror, and filled i 
me with gloom. Soon, I was 
led to inquire, Has not she been 
seeking, what we should all ear- 
nestly seck? And have not I 
been wholly in the wrong ? Con- 
science answered, yes; and I be- 
gan to perceive that my wicked- 
ness was great. I immediately 
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resolved, that, should I find my 
wife alive, T would never oppose 
her again, on account of religion. 
When i arrived, I found her in 
good health and spirits, and she 
received me very kindly. But. 
my own feelings were almost in- 
supportable. I fell upon a bed, 
and wept freely, My wife look- 
ed and appéat red like a new per- 
sonto me. Shewas happy, but 
I was miserable. I freely con. 
fessed the wrongs I had done 
her ; and she rejoiced to see me 
awakened toa sense of my wick- 
edness, and concerned about my 
salvation. 
In this gloomy, anxtous state, 
I passed several days, without re- 
ceiving any light. J imagined 
that every person, who saw me, 
loeked directly at my wicked 
heart; and no one appeared so 
wicked, and so mnisera able, as moy- 
self. It appeared as though there 
could be no happiness for me. I 
shunned the see of others, be- 
cause the thought, that they dis- 
covered my wic edness, Was pain- 
ful. . this state of distres , L fellin 
company witha man, who had 
recentiy made a profession of re- 
lision ; towhom I gave some 
account of the state of my mind, 
though tears prevented my say- 
ing? much. Fle appeared to re- 
joice, that I began to realize the 
necessity of religion, and prayed 
to God, that I might be brought 
out of present darkness, into mar- 
vellous light. After this, I felt 
determined to seek for light ; and 
almost concluded, that I would 
make a public prefession of reli- 
gion. But, when I came to think 
of what my fellow gamblers 
would say, and of standing up, 
publicly, and owning Christ be- 


dgre men, a cross was presented, 


which I found myself unprepar- 
edtotake up. Ithen began to 
nin with myself, what amuse- 
ments I might indulge in, and be 
called a christian. But this I 
could notreconcile with preten- 
sions to religion. I next thought 
if I could only quit my country, 
and go where I was not known, [ 
sheuld be happy to be a chris- 
tian. All this time, 1 found no 
peace. Every thing appeared a- 
gainst me, and my breast was the 
seat of deepanxiety. At length, 
ona certain Friday, I determin- 
ed, to leave my country, fora 
season, and see if I could not get 
rid of these painful feelings; for, 
to make a public profession of re- 
ligion, [thought would never do 
forme. My anger began to rise. 
Religion looked horrible and for- 
bidding. At evening, I told my 
wife, in Anger, that I must take 
journey ; for that I neither 
could, nor would liveso. She 
observed, with much concern, 
that, she thought I had resolved 
to seek for light, and to give up 
my opposition to religion. I an- 
swered,that T pelieved she was 
determined, that we should all 
goto destruction. Thus [ pas- 
sed another night, in tears, and 
anger, and horror. Towards 
morning, having slept a little, I 
awaked in astate of gloom and 
despair. On Saturday morning, 
I left my heuse, and sat down a- 
lone, still filled with anxiety, and 
thinking what I might do, to ob- 
tain relief. While thus contem- 
plating, it appeared to me asif 
I heard a voice from heaven, say- 
ing, ‘“*Now take your choice. 
Choose, orrefuse. For you have 
but a moment more to consider ; 
and this is the last offer you will 
have.” Itnow appeared to Mey 
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thatI hadnotimetolose. Rising 
immediately from my seat, I was 
disposed and enabled to say, “I 
will giveup. Get thee behind me, 
Satan. I will, I will serve the 
Lord.” The question soon arose, 
in my mind, “ What shall Ido 
to be saved?” The answer was 
ready ; ‘* Flee unto Christ.” All 
the mountains of difficulty, which 
had risen before me, now disap- 
peared. I seemed to emerge 
from a state of darkness, and 
gloom, into marvellous light. I 
could perceive perfect consisten- 
cy, in the plan of salvation ; and 
what tT had passed through ap- 
eared Hike a dream of delusion. 
nt to my minister, and rela- 
ted to him w See I had experienc- 
ed. He rejoiced that 1 had re- 

L light, and gave me much 
satisfaction, by a short narrative 


of 2is own religious exercises. [ 
returned home rejoicing; and 
couil not but indulge a hope, 


that I was born again. The next 
day, being the Sabbath, the 
Lord’s supper was administered. 


lan’s Experienec. 


fArnit, 


For the first"time, I tarried as a 
spectator. My joys were inex- 
pressible. I longed to speak, and 
to declare what the Lord had 
done for my soul. When I re- 
turned home, I felt as if sur. 
rounded by the divine presence. 
T seemed to have a view of the 
heavenly host, enzaged in prais. 
ing the Lord. ‘The Bible ap- 
peared anew buok, and afford. 
ed me unspeakable delights ; and 
my happiness was great. Such 
were my feelings, for several days; 
and I fondly imagined that such 
they would always be. But, alas, 
dear reader, I have since at times, 
almost lost these feelings, and 
walked in darkness. And wheth- 
er | have, after all, experienced 
that change, which is necessary 
to salvation, God, alone, knows. 
But this, I think, I can truly say, 
that, wherein I was blind, I now 
see ; and that those things, which 
I once hated, I now love; and 
those, which I loved, I now hate. 


A friend to Retlizion. 


Misce tlan YY 


— 


THE AGED CHRISTIANS EXPERIENCE, RECOMMENDED PARTICOILARLY TO 


THE PERU 


Tere cannot be a more mel- 
ancholy sight than old age insen- 
sible to religion, and hardened in 
the ways of iniquity. To seea 
person on the verge cf eternity, 
who has devoted all his life to 
ungodliness, who is stil unmind- 
fut ot the interests of the immor- 
tal soul, deat to reproof and aban- 
coned to vice, 1s of all things the 
Tost alecting. Who can be- 
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hold such an object without pity, 
without sorrow, without the most 
lively corcern? Who, possessed 
of the least benevolent feeling, 
but must say, * O that such were 
wise, that they understood, that 
they did but consider their latter 
end!” Deut. xxxu. 29. 

On the contrary, what a pleas- 
ing, what an interesting sight to 
behold the aged turning their 
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back upon the world, walking in 
the path of godliness, and long- 
ing for a better state! ‘ ‘lhe 
hoary head is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of right- 
eousness.” Prov. xvi. 31. Piety 
is always ornamental. In youth, 
how lovely and amiable ! In mid- 
dle age, how bright and useful ! 
but in old age, how venerable, 
how commanding, how respect- 
ful! Thisis, indeed, a crown of 
giory, which, notwithstanding 
the decrepitude of the animal 
frame, and the decay of the intel- 
lectual powers, yet adorns the 
possescor, and reflects a splendor 
in the circle where he moves. 
How delightful to behold the a- 
ged Christian contemplating with 
gratitude on the divine conduct 
toward him, and still ardently 
imploring the continuance of the 
divine blessing! How pleasant 
to hear him, with the psaimist, 
saying, “O God, thou hast 
taught me from my youth, and 
hitherto have I declared thy won- 
drous works. Now also, when I 
am old and grey-headed, O Ged, 
forsake me not, until I have 
shewed thy strength unto this 
generation, and thy power to ev- 
eryone that is to come.” Ps. 
Ixx1. 17, 18. 

But we are not going to draw 
the aged Christian as the picture 
of perfection. Allowing that he 
may have greater claims both to 
knowledge and experience than 
others, yet it must be remember- 
ed that he is still in the flesh, and 
consequently subject to infirmi- 
ties. Yea, there are some things 
which are more peculiar to old 
age than to any other part of hu- 
man life, and which even the best 
and wisest Christians in that stage 
find too powerfully operating im 
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their own breasts. The weakness 
brought on by length of years 
often disposes.them to be peevish 
and fretful. A little thing makes 
an impression on their spirtts. 
They are ready to imagine every 
thing militates against them. 
They will hardly indulge the 
young in a sprightly conversation, 
or a lawful vivacity. As the 
powers begin to be contracted, 
and the senses lose tneir wonted 
operation, the mind often sinks 
into a state of gloom, and this 

loom becomesa medium through 
which they are apt to look at sur- 
rounding objects. Hence their 
complaints that every thing is 
worse than formerly; that the 
present age is so much inferior to 
the past. 

How often does covetousness 
also strive to predominate at this 
time of life! How many fears 
perplexthe minds of the aged, 
lest, during the remaining small 
portion of their lives, something 
should happen to deprive them of 
their property, or expose them to 
want! How do they sometimes 
forget the Providence which hath 
always attended them, and act as 
if they thought they were destin- 
ed to live many years! as if there 
were many wants to be supplied, 
and as if the same kind Provi- 
dence would not take care of 
them when they shall be once 
more reduced to that state when 
they cannot take care of them- 
selves. 

These things too often injure 
the mind of many; and hence 
arises that lukewarmness to be 
seen in some aged professors. . It 
is a sad thing, however, to behold 
Christians declining as they draw 
near the grave. For to be anx- 
ious about the world, when we 
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are going to leave it, indicates a 
heart little influenced by grace ; 
and is as inconsistent as for a man 
to adorn himself with gold and 
silver justas he is going to bed. 
While therefore the natural in- 
firmities of the aged demand ten- 
derness, and excite eur sympathy, 
yet we cannot but pity and de- 
plore the case of those who make 
complaints, indulge avarice, and 
imbibe a worldly spirit. 

Aged Christians in general, 
however, have not so learned 
Christ. They feel these evils, in- 
deed, siruggling within them, 
while they often stop and drop a 
tear that they who are on the con- 
fines of heaven should at any 
time feel themselves alive to the 
world, Itis not their element. 
They are seeking a better coun- 
try; they are desiring to enter 
into that rest which is prepared 
for them above. Yes; we are 
thankful that the Christian church 
produces so many instances of 
long-standing monuments of di- 
vine goodness, who have been 
preserved, notwithstandinz the 
rude blasts of opposition and the 
fiery trials to which they have 
been exposed ; and which, blessed 
be God, shall yet stand, immove. 
ably stand, through death and 
everlasting ages. 

We will now proceed to con- 
sider what is more particularly 
characteristic of the aged Chris- 
tian’s experience. 

And, first, we may observe in 
the aged Christian that wisdom 
and knowledge which are not in 
general found in those of young- 
er years. ** Days speak, and mul- 
titude of years teach wisdom.” 
Job. xxxii’%. They have learned 
much by their expertence; the 
length of time they have been in 
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the world has tanght them knowl- 
edge. What revolutic ons have 
they witnessed in the world! 
What changes in families ! What 
vicissitudes in every thing about 
them! What different appe aran- 
ces have surrounding objects as- 
sumed! What siiange events 
have taken place! in what dif- 
ferent circumstances, perhaps, de 
they behold themselves to those 
in which they once were! As 
they have long been in the way, 
what a multitude of objects have 
presented themselves to their 
view ! How have they been tried 
by their own hearts! How often 
been drawn away by their own 
corruptions! By what sad ex- 
perience have they arrived to a 
knowledge of themselves! How 
severe sometimes has been the 
conflict with the enemy of souls! 
How have they been deceived by 
his insidious snares! How con- 
stantly opposed by his attacks! 
How wearied and exhausted by 
his fiery temptations! What 
have they suffered from the 
world, from its frowns, from its 
smiles, from its cares, its connex- 
ions, its allurements! What dark 
providences, what unexpected 
and accum ulated afffictions. have 
they in the course of their lone 
pile ilgrimage boen tasted to bear ! 
But have th 1ey gained nothing by 
the view and the experience of all 
these circumstances? Yes, verily. 
How has it enlarged their minds ! 
What a different idea have they 
of things to what they once had! 
The vanity of the world, the mu- 
tability ofthe creature, the sud. 
den transitions from pain to pleas- 
ure, from dignity to contempt, 
from friendship to enmity, from 
the calm to the storm, which they 
have so frequently. witnessed mm 
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this state of things, make them 
moderate in their enjoyments, 
prudent in their measures, cau- 
tious in their pursuits, and suspi- 
cious of that securitv which the 
world promises to afford. They 
have seenenough to wean their 
minds from sublunary things, and 


| to excite them to place their hope 
_ and confidence in God only.— 


“My soul wait thou only upon 
God, for my expectation is from 


him: He, only, is my rock and 


salvation. I will, therefore, look 


_ unto him, and not be afraid. The 
_ Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul, therefore will I hope in 


him.” Ps, Ixii. 5, 6. Isa. xii. 2. 


penal i. Zt, 


But this leads us immediately 


_ toconsider the aged Christian in 
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ident signs of decay. 


his proper character, as dead to 
the world. Indeed, every thing 
about him and within him, right- 
ly considered, has a tendency to 
remind him of his duty in this 
respect. ‘The voice of nature 
cries, nor can he be deaf to her 
calls. His. mortal tabernacle, 


like an ancient dwelling, gives ev- 
Already, 


_ indeed, parts of the feeble man- 


- sion have fell, 


Death has begun 


his attack. It appearsin the fac- 
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ulty of vision, over which the 
last enemy has drawn aveil. It 
hath filled the countenance with 
a pallid look. It has benumbed 
the animal frame.—Strength is 
nearly gone: “ the evil days are 


come, the years wherein there is 


no pleasure, the grasshopper be- 


) comes a burden, and desire fails.” 


Eccl. xa |, 5. 

What an affecting sight also 
now presents itself! He looks a- 
round, but where are the objects 
that formerly delighted him? 
Yonder babitation, once possess- 
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ed by a friend, now becomes the 
habitation ofa stranger. There 
dwelt the companion of his youth, 
andthe associate of his middle 
age; but heisno more. Behold 
that whole family, that bid fair te 
withstand many a storm, now all 
swept away by death! He has 
seen almost every thing decay. 

O how he looks back te the spot 
where he formerly enjoyed hap. 
piness, where he beheld the ob- 
jects of his affection, where his 
comforts were thick about him 
He revisits the place, he sighs o- 
ver the spot. It is all barren now, 
He can only drop atear, and re- 
turn. ‘He now finds himself 
almost a solitary being in the 
midst of anew generation, whose 
faces he hardly knows. The 
shades of his departed friends rise 
up before him, and warn him that 
itistime to depart. Nature and 
Providence summon him to be 
gathered to his fathers. Reason 
admonishes him, that, as his.pred- 
ecessers made way for him, it is 
just that he should give place to 
those who have arisen to succeed 
him on this buzy stage ; who for 
a while shall fill it with their ac- 
tions and their sufferings, and 
then shall, in their turns, with. 
draw, and be joined to the for- 
gotten multitudes of former a- 

es, 3? 

But, above all, his nearness to 
heaven admonishes himto leave 
the world. How long have [ to 
live, said Barzillai to the King, 
that I should go up with the 
King to Jerusalem? I am this 
dav fourscore years old; and can 
I discern between good and evil ? 
Can thy servant taste what I eat 
or what I crink ? Can I hear any 
more the voice of singing men 
and singing. womea? W herefore, 
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then, should thy servant be yet a 
burden unto my Lord the King ? 
Let thy servant, I pray, turn 
back again, that I may die. 2 
Sam. xix. 32. &c. 

Thus too, the aged Christain 
can say: ** What is the world to 
me? 1 am sick of its vanities. I 
am weary of itscares. What are 
all its grandeurs, its riches, its 
pomps, its pleasures ? {hese are 
only golden chains, that would 
prevent me from soaring to a 
better worid. Why should I, 
whose body is infirm, whose pow- 
ersare decaying, whose connex- 
ions are almost all dissolved, and 
whe am continually receiving 
warnings of my mortality, why 
should I still cleave to the world ? 
Indeed, what can there be at- 
iracting on earth to one who is 
every day waiting for heaven, ard 
longing to be in the presence of 
God in a better world ? ‘Thus the 
Christian hears the voice of ua- 
ture, of Providence, and of eter- 
nity, calling him away. 

But thouzh the Christianisin a 
measure dead to the world, yet he 
can take ne complacency in him- 
self. However retired, however 
calm his last days, yet he cannot 
help remembering his past imper- 
fections. Jience we may con- 
sider self abasement as entering pe- 
culiarly into the expetiéncé, and 
forming a striking part of the 
mind and character of an aged 
saint. ‘The retrospect which he 
takes of his past life fills him 
with shame ; and though it has 
been always his desire to glorify 
€xod, and to be employed in his 
service, yet he knows that he has 
done nothing as he ought to do, 
ud is humbied under a sense of 
lis little fruitfulness. ** It resem- 
bles the view which a traveller 
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takes from some eminence of a 
barren country threugh which he 
has passed, where the heath and 
the desert form the chicf pros- 
pect, diversified only by a few 
scattered spots of imperfect culti- 
vation.”? Let us hear his coufes- 
sion. ‘*Few and evil have the 
days of the years of my life been. 
What secret backslidings have I 
been ouilty of! How cold have 
been my affections! What innu- 
merable mercies have | received ; 
but, alas! what feeble returns of 
gratitude! How has the world 
bewildered and deceived me! 
and though I havg been preserv- 
ed from the ruin to which it en- 
deavored to draw me, yet how 
often have I been imposed upou 
by its smiles, in what. difficulties 
have I been involved by its cares ! 
How little have I done for God! 
How weak my exertions! Alas! 


how few characters have beens 


enlightened by my instructions, 
awed by my reproofs, impressed , 


by my conversation, or reformed . 


by my example! How much, 
time has run to waste!" How 


have I been deceived by procrase» 


tination! How has old age crept 
upon me before I can say any 
thing has been done? And now 
1 begin to be incapable of doing 
much. O, if my life were to 
ceme overagain, methinks how 
different should it be spent as 
to many things! I am filled 
with shame that ‘so many 
years have past away, compara- 
tively barren and unfruitful.”’ 
Thus the aged Christian is hum- 
bled under a view of his past 
life; and though there may be a 
great difference among Chris- 
tians as to their devotedness of 
mind and their usefulness in the 
world, yet they allhave to com- 
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plain. For where ts the man, 
however en!arged his mind, how- 
ever eminent his piety, however 
useful his endeavors, but what 
must feel some uneasiness on re- 
viewing what ts past? Can any 
aged Christian, standing on the 

verge of eternity, loek back with 
confidence, and say that he has 
done all that he couw/d, all that he 
ought ; that there have been no 
moments of indolence or uncon- 
cern; that no evil propensities 
have ever once been indulged ; 
that he has served God with all 
that spirituality of mind, that ar- 
dent zeal, that @onstant attention, 
that he ought ; that he has dis- 
charged his duty to his fellow 
creatures with perfect propriety, 
and that in nothing he could have 
done more than he has? Alas, on 
the contrary, the older, the wiser, 
the holier the Christian is the 
more he ishumbled and grieved 
under a view of himself; the 
more, hke Job, he is ready to ex- 
claim, Behold I am vile; 1 abhor 
myself. 

Another thing we may distin- 
guish in old age “" that cool de- 
liberation, wise caution, and just 
gravity, not so discernible in the 
inexperienced. Youth is too pre- 
cipitate, too confident of its own 
wisdom, too often ready to as- 
sume when it should retire; but 
age is deliberate, wise, and cau- 
tious. How many sad sights has 
the aged Christian beheld ! What 
numbers he has seen ruined by 
their rashness ; involving them- 
selves and their connexions inthe 
deepest distress by their impa- 
tience, their precipitate measures, 
their self-will! He is therefore 
determined to view things on all 
sides, to examine them in all their 
bearings. He is ceol, patient, 
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persevering, knowing by experi- 
ence how much better it is to 
wait thanto beinhaste. Hencé, 
too, his gravity may be account. 
ed for; not because he has lost 
the fire of youth only, but he has 
seen the vanity of all things: he 
feels the consequence of his own 
errors: he has witnessed a con- 
tinual scene of vicissitudes. He 
has beheld earthly enjoyments, 
like the flowers of the field, raise 
their heads, expand their leone, 
exhibit their bloom, then wither 
and die. And this, says he, is 
human life. It is only the world 
above that is worth seeking. It is 
only the joy that arises from the 
hope of the celestial inheritance 
thatis permarent. I sigh for that 
blessed abode, while I would 
watch against every thing that 
would take off my attention from 
that glorious object. 

We are not to suppose, howev- 
er, that the aged Christian is void 
of pleasure; that the view he 
takes of Ii ihe, however humbling, 
embitters every thing to him ; 
and that his gravity and cool de- 
liberation degenerates into apa- 
thy and unthankfulness, On the 
contrary, he experiences a pleas- 
ure which it is’ impossible fora 
young Christian to possess. What 
arich repast does it afford his 
mind to contemplate the dispensa- 
tions of Divine Providence! Du- 
ring acourse of forty, perhaps 
fifty or sixty years, what wonder- 
ful events have come to pass! He 
has seen the lofty mountain be. 
come a plain; the most distress- 
ing circumstances become the oc- 
casion ef the most abundant joys ; 
the death of one comfort the life 
of others; the very’ things which 
were dreaded as the most tormi- 
dable evils, overruled for bring- 
'®) 
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ing about the most extraordinary 
events. 

And whata peculiar 
also, arises from the coniempia- 
tion cf dimscif as beine t 
ofthe Civine care! Fie has be- 
held himself, indee is circumvent- 
ed in one place, and tried in an. 
other. Connex: ions formed that 
once he had uo idea of. His hab- 
itation fixedina part of the worid 
he was long unacquainted with 
stransers becoming friends, and 


> 
ieé 


friends be ccoming strangers. Lue 
7 pe 
tie events, sO eatled, leading to 


chore of an importa intnatuie ; but 
all under the direction of the Dis- 
poser of ali ihing:. With what 
thankiuiness can he recollect the 
evils he has escaped, the com- 
forts he has enjoyed, the various 
times when his wants have bcen 
cupplied, and indeed the kindiess 
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once le deliohted in; but then 
sof he isa stranger to the vivact- 
ty of enmyment, he fs trce at the 
: he pain of vio- 
lent and oitcn disappointed de. 

rue, rauch vexa: 
tion, aS weil aS much vanity, at- 
tend that turbulence of Hfe in 
which the youn,er "4 of man- 
kind are engaged. Amidst those 
ween pore ated seeming pleas- 
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ures tor which they are envied, 
they often Fel their own misery, 


oe 


and look forward with a wis hful 


‘ . 3 ] 
eve to the seacon of calmness and 
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new di:tresses into the scale, it 


Yightens, also, the weight of oth- 
ers. Many passions, which for- 

2 > . iit b 04 
merly disturbed his tranquility, 
have I 


ave now subsided. Many com. 
petitions, which long fil lled his 
days with disqniet and strife, are 
now atasxepd. Many afflictions, 
which ence’ rent his heart with 
violent a —* are now softened 
Into a-tender emotion of past wee. 
In the | beginning of life there was 
room for much apprehension cons 
cerning what might befall in its 
procress. [its hopes we re inter 
rupted by many anxieties sind 
fears. Having fin:hed the ca- 
reer of labor and dan ager, his anx- 
iety ovght cf course to lessen, 
Ready to enter into the harbor, 
he can look back as from a secure 
tation, upon the perils he has es- 
‘aped, upon the tempest by 
vhich he was tossed, and upon 
nuititudes who are stil en. 
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aged in confiictine with the 
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Lastly, we may consider the 
aged Christian as waiting for 
heaven. Etehas nearly finished: 
biswork. litsraceis almost run 


ict will soon be over. 
abd Liim caer resigning his 
relatives and friends to the care of 
Jehovah, His eye is fixed onthe 
heavenly mansion. He trusts in 
the merits of the ng and, as 
he gent y passes on towards 
the celestial gate, hi is heart as- 
cends to.Ged in cheerful praises, 
and with heavenly strains he 
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“ My God, my everlasting hope, 
L iive upon thy truth ; 
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By toneexperience 1 have Known 
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Reader, are you drawing near 
to an eternal world? Has death 


+ i ae “1? o> ’ fr st: 
beeun his work? Are infirmities 
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among the nu mber of those who 
are thus exercising faith- in the 
divine promise; but, influenced 
by unbelief, and distracted with 
care, are making your last, your 
y dai But it you 
are a Christian, why indulge un- 
necessary fears ?—-why add to the 
infirmitks of age, the pains of 
anxiety, the miseries of impa- 
a9 Remember what abun- 
curagement ts held forth 
for the s support ofdeciining age. 
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cheering, how appropriate, are 
his pt romisestosucn! © a to 
your old age I am he. and even 


7 


to hoar hairs will [carry you: I 


have made, and T wi il! bear 3 even 
I will carry and will deliver you.’ 

Isa. etn 4. Thou shait come 
to thy gra a full age, like as 
ashock of cern cameth in his 
senson.” Job wv. 26. ** Those that 
be planted in the house of the 
ourish in the courts 
. ef God. ~ They shall stil 
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and promise can bear you up, 
when every thing else is receding 
from you. Be ashamed now to 
distrust him whom you have al- 
wavs found faithful. Let the 
wicked be anxious, and careful, 

and miserable in this declining 
season; but you, who have a God, 

a promise, a guide, a Savior, you 
should never despond. 

Consider how soon you will be 
in nee aven. Itis but a short step 
you haveto take. A few mo- 

nents, and the clock will strike 
your last hour. A solemn hour, 
indeed; but an hour above all 
others the most deli ghiful to you; 
an hour in which you shall put 

of the shackles of mortality ; the 

hour in which you shall bid adieu 
for ever to ail pains and sins, 
temptations and sorrows, with 
which you have so a conflict- 
ed. For this happy hour, aged 
Christian, wait with tranquillity, 
itis fast advancing : it will sure- 
ly come. Let your heart rejoice 
in the thought of its arrival, 
Look up to heaven, that you 
may apr A a beam of celestial 
glory 5 that your countenance 
may yet shine; and, like a faith- 
ful servant, listening with eager 
attention to hear that voice which 
will shortly say, * Come up hither 
and sit down with me on my 
throne,” 

While, however, it is the di- 
vine will you shouid be continu- 
ed bere, be ever anxious to seta 
tow many lock 
upto you! How many watch 
your temper, and observe your 
conduct! “The aged,” says the 
apostle, ‘should be sober, vrave, 
temne pil souny dia faith, in char- 


ity, and m patience.” Tit. u. 2. 
' Wy 
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116 Lhe Aged Christian’s 
age. You knowthe truth; you 


have long experienced its power. 
‘The day is now nearly gone, 
the evening is at hand: let the 
sun go down inits glory, and like 
that luminary, irradiating sur- 
rounding objects, and reflecting 
its splendor even when itself 1s 
no longer visible to the naked 
eye. So shall Many rejoice in 
your light, and give thanks to 
the Father of Mercies that you 
have been enabled to adorn his 
gospel, and at last to die in his 
service, 

Let young Christians learn to 
reveic the aged. There is al- 
ways somthing venerable in age ; 
but there is something beautiful 
io tt, when it is adorned with the 
Chris ian graces. —* It is, indeed, 
imiini. oh 4 better to be full of grace 
thaniuil of days; butto be full 
of days and full of arace, what a 
venerable spectacle! To be full 
of years and full of faith, full of 
eood works, full of the fruits of 
richieousness which are by Christ, 
how comeiy and beautiful !”’— 
Didw near. young Christians, to 

venerable characters. Sit 
down at their feet; light your 
lis le taner from their flaming 
to ask them the way they 
ints ve come, _Respect their re- 
port, listen to *their declaration ; 
co shail you obtain wisdom from 
their instruction, prudence from 
their advice, and gathera_ thou- 
sand fresh motives to go ferward 
in the heavenly path. Remember, 
to9, ever to treat them with 
derness, bear with their imihrmt- 
ties, intreat their prayers; sofien 
as much as possible care, 
that they may go down to the 
grave undist arbed; and bless 
(sod in beholding others 
sorwaid to supply the places of 
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Expertence. [ApRin, 
those whom age has palsied, or 
death has snatched away. 

My dear reader, do you wish 
to be happy in old age? Then 
learn to be wise while young.— 
To give the first fruits of our 
time to the god of this world, and 
the dregs of our lives to the God 
of heaven, what an insult! No 
wonder the old age of some is so 
daeadfully embittered, when they 
have spent all their lives in a 
course of rebellion. Learn, then, 
to give up yourselves immediate. 
ly to God, and think not of fool- 

ishly procrastinating till old age 
comes upon you. There are very 
few instances of aged sinners be- 
ing retormed. Vice hardens ; 

the commission of every sin is 
like forging a fresh chain to bind 
the soulin misery. It is adding 
strength to corrupt nature, and 
exposing to the greatest danger. 
The very thought of this should 
make every man tremble who 
thinks the care of his soul neces- 
sary, and yet is for deferring it to 
the last part of life. But suppo- 
sing remission of sins and repent- 
ance to be granted at last, how 
miserable to reflect on the evils 
committed, the long train of 
painful consequences that have 
followed, and which, perhaps, 
can never be remedied—no, not 
ineternity! O how miserable to 
think that I, by my awful exam- 
pie, have been the oecasion of the 
damnation of a son, a daughter, 
a servant, a neighbor! What 
feelings must I have, what tears 
must I shed, and what an awf gl 
gloom will be cast over old age! 
Let me entreat my dear reader, 
it he be still unacquainted with 
divine things, no longer to in- 
dulge the thought of delay. It 
is religion alone that can make 
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old age pleasant, and death wei-, 
come.—Holy Spirit, penetrate 
the heart of the unconcerned. 
May they seek thee, while thou 
art to be found. Shew the: 
their misery and sinfulness. Lead 
them tothe Savior of sinners! 
On him may they now rest, and, 
when the declining days * life 
shall come, may they go down 
with peace to the grave, and be 
forever with the Lord! Amen, 
Buck's Ch. Guide, 


@N THE EVIL FENDENCY OF RELY>- 
ING ON DREAMS. 


Amonc the various kinds of 
superstition to which the human 
mind is liable, a reliance on 
dreams is one which is calculated 
to do 1 rayury, to weak and unset- 
tled minds; to lead them away 
from that full, clear, and giori- 
ous light, which a merciful Cod 
hath afforded us in Revelation; 
and, by which, we may, with en- 
tire safety, regulate ail our con- 
cduct..—Is it tobe supposed, that 
atier our heavenly Father has 
done so much for us—has point- 
ed out our duty in such expi it 
terms, and has filled d up the boo! 
of Revelation, he w ill, either jm- 
mediately, OF — ‘yy undertake 
ro direct us, the blind and 
confounding’ 3 siebinaiiieds vhich 
is by some supposed to be con- 
yveved in dreams ?—I think not. 

It seems to me that a much 
more rational account may be 


given, of ihe origin and design of 


dreams, thunthat they are sug Bese 
tions of either ee or bad invisi- 
ble beings, and intended to direct 
our conduct. “An iulso, i= seems 
to me, that weoughttolook for 


r Y ie “ -~ y - « ~ 
firs, thal we m o not countenance 
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that strong inclination there is, in 
many minds at least, to obtain 
enjoyment without excriion. 


What but this in. multi 
tudes to forsake the /.. ~ hon- 
est industry, ame oc;ond upon 
growing rich, by arts o! specula- 


tion; or even by 
a lottery tickes f 

What, sh the same spirit, can 
be the reason, inat oth 2TS, forsak- 
ing tha: no sys'em oz divine 
instructicn contained in the bible, 
are seeking co gruw wise and to 
receive direction for their con- 
duct, from the idje w van ‘ering of 
their minds in sleep 

These are feel: ngs, which, eve- 
ry intelligent friend to maukind, 
would wish to counterset ; ac in- 
volving inthem the wretchediess 
of all by whom they are indul- 
ged. 

This view of things has imdue- 
ed me to cfler you soime ohserva- 
tic ns, pi oes extracted from 
the T3 and 7% meen of the pe- 
riodical paper, cail ‘tne Mirror ; 
as exhibiting, in ne view, impor- 
tant truth on this subjects I pre- 
sume thatin the circle of every 
one’s mip esi persons may 
be found ; who, after aimost any 
eve! widen as taken place, will tell of 

some dream, by which they sup- 
pose it was ifdicated them wel 
believe however, that itis not gen- 
erally thought to be a mark ¢ 

sound judgment and ‘enevetines. 
Nor dco | think, that it will be 


ae purchase of 


admitted as evidence at all, that’ 


liivisible agents are concerned in 
ourdreams. It seems to me not 
reasonable to suppose, that God 
would employ myriads of suc) a- 
gents, in such a business.—Our 
dreams are certainly in general 
extremely unimportant ; and un- 

aesticnably they often receive 
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aheir complexion, and even their 
existence, from the state of our 
health, and other circumstances 
attending us, by which we cannot 
reasonably suppose such beings 
would be affected. 

The wise man observes on this 
subject, that “a dream cometh 
through the multitude of busi- 
ness.””—“ Agreeably to this idea, 
it must be supposed, and by an 
attentive observer, who is free 
from superstition, it will be found, 
that dreams allude not to what 
is future, but to what is present 
or past, unless where we have 
been anticipating some future e- 
vent; in which case our dreams 
may possibly resemble our con- 
jectures. Now, if our conjec- 
tures be right, and if our dreams 
resemble them, 4 it may happen 
that there shall be a likeness be- 
tweea a certain dream anda fu- 
ture occurrence. But, in this, 
there is nothing more supernatu- 
ral, than that I should dream to. 
night of what I have been em- 
ployed in to-day; for this 1 
nothing more than a are diille 
train of theught, impressed upon 
us in sleep, by a certain previous 
irain of thoughts, into which rea- 
con and experience iad led us 
when awake. Yor example, 
when I see a man dissipating his 
fortune by debauchery, F may, 
with reason, apprehend, ‘that dis- 
ease and poverty will soon over- 
take him. If this conjecture 
troubles me in the dzy-time, it 

may also recur in sleep, accom- 
D: anied with some vis: 
cumstances ; - and I sh ne 
perhaps, that T see hin In Tass 
and misery. 
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cream, 
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Suppose this really 
s é 


happen soun after, what Opliton 
am I to entertain concerning my 
dream? Surely ITheve no mere 


On Dreams. 


-blood, which 
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reason to consider it as prophetic- 
al, than I have to look upon the 
conjecture which gave rise to it 
as the effect of inspiration,” 

“‘ Intemperance of every kind, 
in eating or drinking, in sleep or 
watching, in rest or exercise, 
tends to make dreams disagreea- 
ble ; and therefore one tnd of 
dreaming may be, to recommend 
sobriety and moderation. For 
the time we may employ in sleep 
bears a great proportion to the 
whole of human lite; and if there 
be any expedient for rendering 
that portion of our time agreea- 
ble, it is surely worth while to 
put it in practice. Habits of vir- 
tue and soberness, the represcion 
of turbulent desires, and the in- 
dulgence of pious, social, and 
cheerful cispositions, are for the 
most part, effectual in giving that 
lightness to the animal Spirits, 
and that calm temperature to the 
promote thoughts 
pleasurable sac the day, and 
sweet slumber and easy dreams 
by night,” , 

** Since our thonghts in cleop 
may receive form and color from 
many circumstances; from the 
general state of our health,. from 
the present state of the stomach 
and fluids, from our employments, 
and from the tenor of ourthoughts 
through tue day; shail we be 
surprised at the variety of our 
creams ? and when any uncom- 
mon or disagreeable dream ce 
curs, Is it not more rational to 
refer itto one or the other of 
these causes, than to terrify our- 
selves with a-fuolish conceit, that 


ii ts supernatural, and betokens 
calamity. He yw often, during the 
day, doth nts arise, which we 
cannot account ior, as uncom- 
mon, perhaps, and incongryons, 
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23. thos@ which compose our 
mie ams. A very slight cause ¢ may 

eck that insensible perspiration, 
i ich is so n apane to health ; 
and, wiien this happens, we eans 
not expect that our dreams should 
be so easy aS at other times.— 
Let no one then be alarmed at 
an uncommon dream. It is prob- 
ably nothing more than asym- 
tom of a trifling ae disorder ; 
and, if so, ithas nothing more to 
do with futurity, nor is one whit 
more supernatural, than a cut fin- 
ger, or a pang of the tooth-ache.” 


Con. Mag. 
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ANECDOTES. 
t The sacrifice of the wicked is an 


abomination to the Lord.” 

A little girl (about twelve 
years old) in one of the new set- 
tlements in New York, went to 
hear a missionary preach. ‘The 
preacher said, in his sermon, 
** God always looks on the heart. 


And whatever we may do, even’ 


when we prays if our hearts are 
not right with God, he sees that 
all our actions are wholly sinful.” 
The little girl, who had been in 
some degree concerned for the 
salvation of her soul, and had 
gone about toestablish her own 
righteousness by praying very of- 
ten in secret, heard with atten. 
tion. For she had before thought 
that all prayers must be good, 
from whatever motive they might 
be performed. Bring considera- 
bly distressed after she went 
home, she told her mother the 
minister had spoiled all she had 
ever done in religion, and that 
she thought she was the greatest 
sinner in the world, and that she 
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had been praying all the way 
home. Being asked what she. 
said in her prayer; she replied, 
“I kept praying, God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” 


SS 


Mer. Ricuarp BAXTER. 


Mr. Richard Baxter, when 
upon his death bed, was visited 
by a friend, who reminded him. 
of the glory unto which he was 
advancing, and that his many 
good works would attend him to 
a better state. The old gentle- 
man, lifting up his feeble hand, 
and waving it, replied, ‘Don’t 
talk to me of good works ; alas! I 
have dealt too much in them al. 
ready.’ 

That doctrine, whith can afford ne 
comfort at the hour of death, should 
not be maintained or propagated in 
the time of health. Let all, who deal 
in the doctrine of human merit, attend 
to the dying words of Mr. Baxier, 


and receive instruction. 
fare 
THE CHRISTIANS BADGE. 


The Romans had a law, tha 
every one should, wherever he 
weht, wear a badge of his trade 
in his hat, or outward vestment, 
that he might be known. Thus 
the Christian is never to lay aside 
the badge of his holy profession ; 
but to let ‘is light shine, and a- 
dorn the doctrine of God his 
Savior in all things. 


2R-Perwee 
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VALUE OF TIME. 


Titus, the Roman Emperor, 


throughout the course ef his 
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whole life, called himself to an 
account everv night for the ac- 
tions of the past day; and, as of- 
ten as he found he had slipped a- 
ny one coy without doing good, 
he entered upon his diary this me- 
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rer’ 


mortal, * Perdidi diem ;”? Lhave 
lost aday. Thus may every man 
say, who sufiers a day to pass 
without doing something for 
God, for his soul, or for his fei- 
low creatures, 


mere 050.0 a — 


‘Lecligious Intelligence 





SEVENTH REPORT OF THE BRITISHAN 


D FOREIGN BIBLE sociErTy, 1811 


(Concluded from page 96. _) 


Tue distribution of the ~— ptures 

s the next subject for ae yet, in the or- 
det of arrangement. Under ‘his head 
your Committee include, as usual, not 
only Donations, but supplics ofthe Bi- 
ble and New Testament, by the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible 5x society, to ot h- 
er Associations and indivi iduals at the 
cost, or reduced a3 3, and pr incipal- 
ly for the accommodation of the poor 
ér classes aud midivid ily. 

Conies of the Scriptures, either in 
whole ov in part, and in various lan- 


41, 
ui 


guesses, excl “velv of those mention. 
€ ' §4 the i re wy | yar . tof the —, 
have been sent abroad as iollows 


In —s 

To St. Mary’s Fai 1, Upper Car 1904. 

To New York, for distribu’: on by 
the Bible and Com non Praver Soox 
Society, under the patronage of ‘Bishop 
Moore. 

To a Welsh Colony at Grantham Lin- 
coln, in Upper Canada. 

To Quebec, Nova Scotia, and Lab- 
rador. 

To a Committee in the connexion of 
the late Rev. John Wes'tev, for distri- 
bution in the West Indies and New- 
foundiand. 


In Africa. 

To the Society for Missions to Afri- 
ca and the Fast, for distribution at Si- 
erra Leone and Bashia. 

To the Cape of Good Tope, for the 
British Soldiers and poor inhabitants, 
and for various parts of Southern Af- 
rica. 

To Senegal and Goree, for the use of 


the inhabitants and garrison. 


In Furo ape ce 
x 
To W aldback, 1 in Alsace. 


To Ger many for distribution among 
Roman Catholics. 
To Lisbon. 


To Messina and Palermo, in Sicily. 
To Malta. 


To Guernsey and Al derney. 
‘othe Morea. 
AND 
othe Island of Ceylon » i the Fast 
ind: es : and to Port Jacksoa, j in New 
South Wales. 
it Bome. 

Yo the Female Penitentiary af 
Plymouth. | 

To the London Female Penitentiary. 


To the Prisoners of war atthe seve.’ 


ral Depots: and particularly te those 
wis have returned to France in the 
Cart to, in order that they might con- 
vey them to their respective families 


and conmnexions. ¢ 


To poor Danes. 

Vo Falmouth for the Crews of the 
Post Office Packets. 

ta the poor Miners in-Cornwall. 

Vo the poor in Hospitals at Bath. 

To the poor in Workhouses and 
Parishes connected with the Uxbridge 
Auxiliary Society. 

Yo the Kendal Bible Society, for the 
poor, and School of industry. 

To the Sunderland Bible Soci iety, in 
consideration ofthe peculiar circum- 
stances of that district. 

To the Hibernian Societies, in Lon- 
don and Dublin. 

To poor Germans at Hull. 

Tosundry Workhouses and Goals 


APRIL, 


ee Pet PRK ic OF, ST? 





3 
§ 


eae. 





Ricigsci ghana RS 


er 
Sabie Natit Markee SOD Sct oh 3 alte 








Pim Re ee Oe 


im saat in’ 4 


_o 


ee 





meas e's, Ve ee 


ot aii 


lis. tiat arta iewle 2 
















1S12.} Report of the British anc 


To various Military and N: ave Sta- 
tions, for sale at reduced prices, to the 
Soldiers and Sailors. 


The preceding enumeration, which 
might be more detailed, will sufficient- 
ty demonstrate the atte ntion of your 
Commitées to the ace: —, Rove in- 
dividuals with the Holy ‘iptures. 
The total distributed under “the stated 
heads, may be estimated at not less 
than 4,009 Bibles and 20,000 Testa- 
ments; and, further, an order has been 
sent to Stockholm for the purchase of 
1,000 Swedish and Finnish Testa- 
menis for the use of the Swedish Sea- 
men employed in the British service. 
The Members of the Society will 
learn, with pleasure, that its benevo- 
lence has been gratefully acknowiedg- 
ed, nor are instances wanting of the 
most pleasing effects produced by it. 

Among others, Prisoners of War 
have expressed the liveliest gratitude 
for the Bibles and Testainents distri- 
buted to them. 

The warmest acknowledgements have 
been received from various Ministers 
among the Hottentots, for a seasonable 
supply of the Dutch Sc riptures, which 
could not otherwise have been procur- 
ed; accompanied by information, that 
several of the Hottentotscan read very 
well, and are sensible of the obiiga- 
tions thus conferred upon them. For 
the attention paid by the Committee 
to the wants of the settlers at Van Dic- 
man’s Land, they have received the 
thanks of the late Gevernor Collins. 

The Portuguese Testaments, sent 
to Lisbon, have been circulated with 
great rapidity there, and are repre- 
sented as held in high estimation by 
persons of all ranks. 

Thesame success has attended the 
distribution of Italian ‘Testaments at 
Malta and Messina, and different oth- 
er places in the Mediterranean. 

At Messina it was at first opposed, 
onthe ground of soime objections to 
the Translaticn. These objections 
were referred by a Meeting, at which 
the Bishop presided, to the examina- 
tionof several of the most learned a- 
mong the Clergy; and the resujt was 
so favorable, that the Bishop not only 
permitted the Italian Testaments to be 
retained by those who had received 
them, and from whom they had been at 
first demanded, but allowed the fur- 
P 


casa 1s 
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ther distribution of them, under such 
restrictions as were not likely to inter- 
fere with the general circulation. 
Some copies S have been sent from Mal- 

ta to Trepolezza, a town in the Morea, 
nd have been ¢ ci ordially accented, 

OF the disposition of the Roman 
Catholics to receive the Scriptures, 
other mS s might be quoted. 

Chey have been gratefully accepted by 
the Priests of that persuasion in South 
America, and by many Roman Catho- 
lics in Germany, Switzeriand, and 
France. Your Committee have anx- 
iously a railed themselves of any indi- 
cationof such disposition to alord the 
Members of that communion the bene- 
fit of the Institution, and have even, 
in many ca ses, ant icipatc “d it. 

The ‘Gospel of St. John, published 
in th ek squit naux lanruage for ithe in 

habitants of Labr: ador, hes reached its 
destination, and has proved a most ac- 
cepta ible resent. Their thanks for 
this aoa a is@ift, have been conyered 


to the Society, - the Rev _ Benjainin 
Kohl meister, and other ministers of 


the United Brethren associated wiih 
him, who have also piroayen: ~d the Gos- 
pel 1 of St. Luke, ther aeis of hit Apos- 
tles, and the Epistle to the Romans. 

Your Committe have san received 
the most gratit fying testimonies of the 
beneficial eifects among the Negr 
in the West Indian Is!ands of Bar ce ; 
does, Antigua, and St. Kitt’s, from ihe 
copies of the Scriptures furnished by 
the Society. 

Their Cor states, thaf 
many of the Neg roes steal time from 
their res t to learn to rea d, that they 
may be able te read the Scriptures ; 
while stein who have acquired this 
talent, spend many an hour in the 
night, inexerci sing ihemSelves in read- 
ing (to use tbe simple lang Lage Y the 
relater) “the most biessed of fall 
books.” Such testimonies afford the 


. 
‘respondent 


most gratilyins ng p roof of the utility ot 


the British and Foreign Bible Societ ty. 
Your Committee have again to pre. 
peat their acknowle dements to the 
Correspondent mentioned in the last 
Report, for a continuance of that active 
zeal which has so largely contributed 
to extend the bencfits of the Institution 
pbs Army and Navy, an d Prisoners 
f War, at one of the princi ipal naval 
bei sch to whom with the assistance 
ef the Commanding officer, who has the 
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superintendence of the Cartels, they 
dre indebied for the intreduction of no 
less apes 2,000 French Testaments in- 
tothe various families: of the Prison- 
ers who po returned to France. 
This Correspondent alone has circula- 
ted through these several channeis, 
during the last year, no less tban 8,396 
Bibics and Testaments, either by sale 
or gratuitous distmbution. 

it only remains to add, under this 
head, that the grants made to Ireland 
have been gratetully acknowledged. 
By the Annual Reports received from 
the Iiibernian and the Cork Bible So- 

Cieties, it appears, that cach of these 
Institutions is advancing in patronage, 
influcnce, and operat tion: and that the 
demand for the Se: ‘iptures throughout 

tha at p art of the United Kingdom keeps 
vn almost equal pacewith the increasing 
circulation of t them. 

The next topic for report is the aug. 
mentation which the funds of the Soci- 
ety have reecived from Donations, 
Congregational Collections, and Lega- 
c:es, since the last General Meeting; 
the enumeration of which, in the ap- 
pendix, will shew the cont inuance of 
that zeal and liberality from which the 
institution derives its efficacy and sup- 
port. 

The D nations from the Au consent 
Bible Societies, since the last Repor 
are as fo] “ 

The Leicester Auxiliary Bible Socie- 
ty . 4000. 

Edinburgh Bible Society, 7002; and 
in 2id of pr anting the Icelandic Eible, 
1002. 

Swansea Aus siliary 3 bible Society, 150. 

Uioxeter Auxiliary Bible Society, 
$92. 108. 62. 

The Association in London, 987 

Reading Auxiliary Bible Society, 
1262. 18s. 

Uxbridge Auxiliary Bible So¢iety, 
400/. 

Eust Lothian Bible Society, 502. 

West Lothian Bible Society, 502. 

Nottingham Bible Society. 2301. 

Greenock and Port Glasgow Bible 
a iety, 631. 

‘cornwall Auxiliary Bible Society, 


10" é 
ieeds Auxiliary Bible Society, 4297. 
(8 82. 


Auxiliary Bible Society at Hudders- 
field, 133/. 
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Newcastle Auxiliary Pible Society, 
1571. 188. 5d. 

Bristol Auxiliary Bibie Seciety 
$14). 16s. lid. being the balance of 
their first year’s account, in addition 


‘ to the sum of 2,700/. before remitted. 


Kendal Auxiliary Bible Society, 
1701. 

Rermingham Association, 555/. 45. 

Hull Auxiliary Bible Society, 224/. 
15s. 7d. 

i ey Auxiliary Bible Socie- 

, 571. 15s. 

“Roth erham Auxillary Bible Society, 
150! 

Llangollen Auxiliary Bible Society, 
201. 

Manchester and Salford Auxiliary 
Bible Society. 

Sheffield Auxiliary Bible Socicty. 

Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Society, 
1,800. 

Ofthe above, some are gratuitous 
contributions to the funds of the Parent 
Institution; others are charged with 
the condition of refunding a portion i 
Bibles and Testaments, either accord- 
ing to the particular rule of the Aux- 
iliary Society, or agreeably to the reg- 
ulations before adverted to, for treat- 
me with Auxiliary Societies. Amore 
exact specification must be reserved 

for the next Report. 

With respect to Liverpool, your 
Committee have to state the regret 
expressed by many respectable indi- 
vidtials of that town, that the com- 
mercial distresses under which it has 
recentiy labored, prevented a more 
ample demonstration oftheir liberality 


in supporting the benevolent anges of 


ty 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


It is but justice to certain other 
towns, especially Mz reel and 
Nottingham, to remark, that their cor: 
tributions to the Society have been 
mede under circumstances of similar 
discouragement: and when the diffi- 
culties with which manufactures and 
commerce have had to contesd, are 


duly aac acthe it will be matter of 


ostonishment and gratitude to reflect, 
that exertions in this benevolent cause 
have been so little restrained in any 
place; and have, in most places, been 
even stimulated and enlarged. 

Your Con my tee have again the 
grateful duty of repeatiog their ac- 

knowledgme ents to the Rey. the Pres- 
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byterics in the Synod of Glasgow and 
Ayr, cellectively and separately, for 
their contributions to the Seciéty. 
Since the close of the former aceounts, 
as stated in the appendix to.the last 
Report, the sum of 4382/, has been re- 
mitted 5y their Treasurer at Glasgow, 
William, Muir, Esq. on account of 
Coltections from the several Presbyte- 
ries, and Dissenting Congregations, of 
whieh 8002. 12s. 4d. is the second An- 
nwa? Collection from the Presbytery of 
Glaszow. : 

in consequence of a recommenda- 

tion from the Rev. the Synod of Aber- 
dicen, tomake Collections on account 
ofthe British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety in the Parochial Churches within 
its bounds, the sum of 3051, has been 
collected and remitted. 
_ From the Rev. the Presbytery of 
Stirling, the Society has received 147/. 
5s. 6d. beimg the amount collected at 
eight Parochial Churches in that 
Presbytery; making, together with 
those included in the last Report, ¢he 
total amount eftheir second Collection, 
2501. 12s. 1d. 

The Rev. the Presbytery of Anaan, 
having recommended that Collections 
should be made in the Parzsh Church- 
es within their bounds, the sum of 
40. has been remitted from those of 
Cumbertrees, Hoddam, and Ruthwell. 

The funds of the Society have also 
been augmented by other Congrega- 
tional Collections in England, Wales, 
and Scotland, the particulars of which 
will be stated in the Appendix; viz.in 
Engiand—from the Paris Churches of 
Guilford; St. Andrews, at Liverpool ; 
South Collingham, Stow, and St. Mi- 
chae’’s, at York; from the Meeting- 
houses at Little Baddow, Witham, and 
Great Yarmouth; at many places in 
North Wales; and in Scotland—at 
Aughtergavern, Balmade, Cortachy, 
Dumfries, Moniave, and Mathil. 

The funds of the. Society have also 
been augmented by various miscella- 
neous Contributions, which it is now 
the task of your Committee to particu- 
lavize. 

The Holborn Sunday School has 
). Ss. Ad. ; 


oe oe 


nade g@ further Donation oj 


~ & 
and the sum of 1542. has been received 
: . a ee 
trom tiwentv-nine Sunday Sscnovis 10 
Worth Wales. 
4 C€Contributien of 
haar “ts ath bas ari 'pe e 84 Coca 
made bs tate , OU) } t ACLiCS Qi ~$14953 
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Teulon’s School, at Hackney: this is 
the third Contribution from that Sem- 
inary. 

A Donation of 50/. has becn receiv- 
ed from the Comimitiee for conduct, 
ing the Youth’s Magazine. 

To different Individuals, also, the 
Society is indebted for liberal contvi- 
butions in the course of this year; but, 
asa specification of them would tead 
too much into detail, the enumeration 
of partictilars must be reserved for the 
Appendix. 

And lastly, under this head, your 
Coramittee have to report the foliow- 
ing Legacies and Bequests: 

Miss Mary Stringer, late of Wat- 
lington, Oxfordshive, 1907. 

Mrs. Allan, late of Aberdeen, 10?, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Pentyeross, late of 
Wallingtord, 100/. 4 per cents. 

Mr. John Hankinson, late of Hack- 
nev, 1C00/. 

Mrs. Elmeall, of Thornhill, York- 
shire, 2601. of which a» moiety is payas 
ble in 12 months, and the remainder 
subject to contingencies. 

Mr. James Collyer, late of Chob- 
ham, <0. 

Captain Ross, late of the Coldstream 
Regiment of Guards, 21/. 

Rev. John Clark, late of Trowbridge, 
50/. 

Miss Mary Howlett, late of Spring- 
field, 502. 

Mrs. Rebecca Tompkins, late of 
South Place, Finsbury, 230/. payable 
after the expiration of one life. 

Mr. Ailan Cuthbertson, of Clasgow, 
1901. The Society is indebted to the 
heirs of Mr. Cuthbertson, John and 
James Cuthberison, Esqyuires, for ful- 
filling his.intentions; «5 the Bequest, 
from circumstances peculiar to the 
Scottish law, was not binding on them ; 
they have nevertheless paid the same 

as a Donation, with interest. 

The Society’s Library has been this 
year enriched by the accession of some 
valuable Books, the Donations ef dif- 
ferent individuals. These acts of hb- 
erality have been duly acknowledged ; 
and the description of the several 
works, together with ihe names of the 
Donors, will be particulariv stated ia 


the Appenaix. 
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its earliest, most constant, and useful 
‘riends, the Rev. Josiah Pratt, they 
have unanimously placed him among 
those Life Governors who have earned 
that distinction by rendering impor- 
tant services to the Institution. 

“the Society’s 
transactiens nets. the last year, your 
Committee are fuliy authorzied to con- 


Qin a sene rairey iew O01 


frativate its Micnalieis on the inercase 
. ‘ cy? 
of its influence and efiicacv. ‘Vlus 
pro: sperity is, under ¢ cod, to be aitribu 
icd to the simplicity of its object, and 
tne fidelity with oy that object 
has been nie 1] t J and ¢ 
1243 VCCH D hi "Sled, Dot v ymomMe and a- 
broad. Anxio US to secure the dink. 


elie OF thi IS CONGUCt bY every possible 


A] on . + a - Wi Vy . ,t4 2 r +4 
pre cauti Mm, your Uonimittec SULyPCSt 
J 


the expedic ICY OT aLLEVrins’ Ue arrangsc- 
ment of the words, “without Note or 
Dot & * 


‘ , 3) H 
Comment,” in the 


Constitution, wiih e view to renaer 10 


more perspicuous and expheit. Vue 
Rule will then siand as fo LOWS 3 

The Desimation of this Society to 
3c “ The British and Foreign Bidle 
wPOCIF ts of whic i t] e Sole ot) JEG l 
shaiibe, te encourage a wider circula- 
tion of the Holy Si ripturce tines 
~ 


Noie vr Commetit: the only Copies in 
the Languaces of the United Kingdom 
to be circulated by the Society, shail 
be tlic Authorized Version.” | 
Your Committee will now conciude 
their Report, with some reflections 
sumgested by areview ofthe progress 
af the British and Forcign Bible Seci- 
ety, from its Institution in 1804, to its 
preseat siate of efliciency. 
tis mest gratifying to remark, that 
the approbation ¢ enerally | bestewed on 
the principle of “the Soeiety, and an- 
nually increasing, has uniformly at- 
tended its proceedings; iat, in the 
Wide range of communications for 
promoting the cbject of its institution, 
vour Committees have ceived the 
"Th winty ing Ui- 


man hw \ ae 
rics nave becn checrituliy answered ; 
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co-operation, Where solicited, has beew 

cordially granted; and even their 
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eigen Bible Society has been cnabled to 
advance so largely towards the attain- 
ment ofits object—the diffusion of the 
Records of Eternal life over the habit- 
uble globe. Its growth has indced been 
rapid: a small seed has become a 
litge tree; Juxuriant its branches, 
and abundant in its fruits; let a hope 
be cherished, that its maturity will 
show still larger dimensions, and yield 
fruits im still ereater abundance. 

In connexion with these observations, 
if may not be improper, briefly to no- 
tice some of the coilateral benefits ari- 
sing out of the Institntion.—In opposi- 
tion to Inf, delity, it procianns the pub- 
lic beHiefuf thousands in the truth of 
Revelation ; py me at the same 
tiine a se nse of oblization on the part 
otitis members, to ft practical observ 

vy precepts which 
Revelation incuicates. The co-epera- 
tion of the numerous individuals com- 
pesing is the British and Foreign Bible 
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Society, end the several Associations 

we’ . %,% 7 : 1 

comnccied with it, exhibits an exampie 
} 


of Chiistain concord, honorable to the 
character, and suspicious io the in- 
tercsis of religion. Lt shews, how * the 
unity of the spirit may be held in the 
bond of peace.” 

tT he wey 20 is alsoa medi m of in- 

i among Christians dispersed 
ail over a: orld ; concenatratin Fey 
their aficctiens daa combining their 
exertions t to,pror pote the g.orv of Ged, 
and the salva‘ion of their tellow-creae 
tures. Nor is it a considesatiiis -of 
small importance, that it has a ten 
cy tocoiciliate the esteein and respect 
of foreign nations, for the religious 
principles and benevolent disposition 
of the British character. © 

it may be further observed of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
that ithas awakened the public aiten- 
tion, at home and wr, in a degree 


oe 


hitherto unknown, to the spiritual 
wanis of their Christian brethren ; and 
hi S| recited an equaily ardent zeal to 
relieve them, A cursory inspection 


Gt the several Reports, ange Of Like 
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It was justly said of the Divines s whe 
first translated the Scriptures into 
English, “r) hese, ‘with Jacob, rolled 
away the stone from the W ell of Lifes’ 
wudofthe British and Foreign Bible 
Society it may truly be affirmed, that 
it has ¢ opened channels, by whieh the 
Waters this Ain ing’ spring have not 
only fenced to numbers who thirsted 
for them within the United Kingdom, 
but have been conveyed to the barren 


and parched soils of the remotest re- 
gions. ‘Phe thanks and acknowlec Iss 
Ments with wich the benevolent ex 


7 
; 


ertions of the Society have been more 
than repaid, exhibit the combined ex- 
pression of joy, ang aid piety; 
and must exe.te correspondent enio- 
tions in the hearts of ali who peruse 
them. 

he utility of the Pritish and For. 
eign Bible Society hasbeen so exper- 
imentally den: onstrated, as to ocCa- 
sion an expression of “Surprise that its 


establishmentshould have been deter- 
réd io s ane 8 anhedet and that, & Vike 
tion proféssine its belief in the Scrip- 
tures, and com nied at ihe same 
time the mest favorable meany of cir. 
culating them, should have so long de- 
layed its collective etiorts for their 
universal dissemination. But times 
and seasons are in the power of Cod: 


crore to whem tis sh uh 
fluty bas now been & ssignad, consider. 
ingsthenise!ves as his honered instru- 
raents for inaking “known his Way uD- 
earth, and his saving health ainong 
abl nations,” willascribe the priise to 
Him, to whom aloneit is due @ with 
devout thanksgiving jor his biessing— 
without which the best intentions, and 
most pei severing exert ions to proimote 
would be of no avail. 
Under the io Kesieaie of these senti- 
sabcrs of the British and 
iny contem- 
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piatc, With heartfelt satistaction, what 
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f secompanying our strenuous exep- 
tions with our carnest prayers—that 
the dispesition and means to satisty 
the increasing claims on the Socicty 
may never fail; that the light of Di- 
vine truth which we are conveying to 
the eves of our fellow- creatures, may 
shine into their hearts ; and that both 
those who dispense a those who re- 
ceive the Holy Scriptures through the 
medium of this Insiitution, may find 
them “the power of Ged unto their 
salvation.” 
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iixitract of a letter from a ventieman in 
® Philacde!phiz, dated February QZth 
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Mwvelve Missionarics have lately 

+ i Rais ‘ ‘ a i aa 
Sraccusrom this place tor bidia, Vize 


three from the Lo: ‘don Society; five 
from the Baptist ‘si ciety and tour £ 
the Board of Commissioners in Massa- 
chusetts. The ship which accommo 
dics them, is called the Harmony; 
commanded by a capt. Brown, and on 
the way to Caicutia, is to touch at the 
Isle of france. They sailed from the 


f/ 
one Lis lowrava n D 5 799C 
Canca of He Law are on the & 84 h inst. Ul @ 
> ee — . i ee 
der ihe most pleasing prospects of a 
a 


pleasant Society, and the enjoyment cf 
i privilege on board. or 
the American Missionaries who came 


» a m, or oe ae ee ae oo ~} > tt} » 
from NeassacnusertS very short OL Tic 

} CC 7 ‘; +3 ye t . =o ph s + 4? “ 
ustlai SUPp.iics, Ui consequence OF we 


notice bene very sudc 
raised m this city, t 
There were also boaitseiiadh by re 
same ship to Dr. Carey $4640 tor ihe 
translation and printing ‘of the orip 
tures. This sum was chicfly cuilec 
ed by Mr. Johns, one of the aise: 
ries, in the towns of Boston and Salem. 
A Missionary S] pirit seems to be 
Haine in eur city since the religious 
ercises Which preceded rye depart- 
ie the Mineionia "1CS. Ai ee 
takes place this evening with a ¥! 
to the formation or z Miss; onary onl 
ety. The members will be confined 0 
the Presbyterian denomination, i 
cluding German saliaiats, Uepen= 
dents,and scceders. The principal ob- 
ject will be an attention to teruga 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On the 16th of February last, was 

ordained, at Plattsburgh, N. Y. by | the 
Presbytery of Columbia, the Rev. 
WiLiLiaM R. WEEKS, and installed 
pastor of the Presbyterian church and 
congregation in that place. The Rev. 
Mr. Coe of Troy preached the sermcn 
from Acts 20. 28; the Rev. Mr. € ue 
man of Cambridge presided and gave 
the charge, and the Rev. Mr. Sears of 
Sandy-Hill made the address to the 
congregation. The day was fine, the 
services appropriate and solemn, and 
the audience numcrous and attentive. 

At Pottsdam, N. Y. wasordained, on 
the llthof March, 1812, Rev. James 
Jonunson. Mr. Kennan, a candidate, 
made the introductory prayer; Rev 
Mr. Pettengill of Champlain preac! hed 
the Sermon ; Rey. Mr. Wright of 
Russel made the censecrating prayer ; 
Rev. Mr. Parmelce of Malone gave the 
charge; Rev. Mr. Winchester of Mad- 
rid expressed the fellowship of the 
churches ; and Mr. Stone, acandidate, 
made the concluding prayer. 


INSTALLATION. 
INSTALLED, July 31, 1814, at Ad- 
ams, Jefferson County, N. Y. Rev. 
Cuauxcy Coox. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

The fatal effects of agdent Spirits. A 
Sermon by Ebenezer Porter, “Pastor of 
the first church in W ashingtom Con. 
[ Now professor in the Divinity College, 
Andover.| “Every man that striveth 
for the smastery is temperate in all 
things.” 1 Cor. ix. 25. see also Deut. 
xxix. 19. 20. Luke xxi. 34. “Rom. 
‘xiii. 18. Gal. v.21. = 

* He that pleads for sin, is an sdvo- 
cate for his accuser; it di ggeth graves 
for bodies, and kindieth hell for souls: 
There isno sin aman can be tempted 
to, but he will find gveater comfort in 


resisting than indulging % Mason's 


126 Ordinatiors... Fnstallation...N. Publications...Poctry, [Arnit, 


Remains. This highly excellent ser: 
mon is retailed at 8 cents, and is wor- 
thy of being possessed bv every family. 
Middlebury, Vt. Re-printed by T. C. 
Si: rong. 1812. 

An oration in commemoration of the 
birth of our illustrious Washington, 
pronounced at Windsor, Feb. 24th 
1812, before the W ash ington Benevo- 
lent Society, by Josiah Dunham. “ We 
ne’er shall look upon his like again.” 
Shakespeare. Published at the request 
of the Society, Windsor Vt. T. M. 
Pomroy. ' 

A brief viewof the figures and ex- 
plicationofthe Metaphors contained in 
Scripture. By John Brown Minister of 
the gospel at Haddington. Search the 
Scriptures John v.39. I have used 
Simtlitudes, b¥* the minisiry of the 
prophets—Hos. xii 10. First Ameri- 
can edition. Middlebury. 58. Swift. 
1812. ». 

PROPOSED. 

Samuel Swift proposes to publish at 
his Bockstore in Middicbury Vermont, 
the Communicant’s Spiritual Compan- 
ion, or an evangelical preparation for 
the Lord’s Supper. in whieh sre 
sbewn, the nature of the ordinance, and. 
the dispositions requisite fora profita- 
ble participation thereof. With medi- 
tationsand helps for praver, suitable 
tathe subject. . By the Rev. Thomas 
Hawies, D. Rector of Aldwinekle, 
Northamptonshire, (Eng.) To which 
will bg added the Backslider: or an 
-enquirf into the nature, symtoms, and 
‘effetts of religious declension, with 
the meats of recovery, By A. Fuller. 

Phe publisher of these valuable trea- 
tises makes the following proposal : 
Ifthe membersvrof any one church will 


take tzvelve copies,or more, they shall 


have sratis, tor distribution, one fourth 
as many as are paid for by the first of 
September next. Price 62 1-2 cents. 
—— IN THE PRESS. 
S.Swiithas in the press, and will 
shortly publish the first number of the 
Literary and Philoso; phical Repertory, 
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TITE CHRISTIAN AND THE ATHEIST. 
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Fits ef spleen, and melancholy; 
O’er your better sense prevail. 


Gods, there are none in existente, 
Nature, in a mystic dance, 

Formless, and withopt assistance, 
Worlds, and systems made by chanee - 


Chance, from gloomy chaos starting, 
Atoms, from their centres, hurl’d, 

And, like sparks electric darting, 
Form’d this vari’d nether world. 


Chance, pure chance, alone has made me, 
Death is all the ill I fear, 

Future wo shall ne’er invade me, 
Allour joys and woes are here. 


Priestly, terror, and damnation 
Are my daily sport and song, 
Chance but mark’d me for creation, 
Chance shall end it, right or wrong. 


Christian. 

Atheist, softly, speak with candor, 
Chanee, perhaps, hath ears to hear, 
Ghance, for such blasphemous slander, 

Yet may make you quake with fear. 


hance, so great, replete with wond€rs, dee 
_ Yet may speak with mighty dread, . 
Louder than ten thousand thunders, 

Calling up the sleeping dead. 


Judgment too, by chance, may meet you, 
Guilt may sting with keen despair, 
Fiends of hell, in terror, grect you, 
Sin forever chain you there. 


You may there with Devils welter, 
Death may flee from your embrace, 
Christ, the christian’s hope and shelter, 

Ne’er may prove your “hiding place.” 


You, by chance, may live forever, 
Hell, by ¢hance, May be your home; 

Christian hopes may cheer fou never, 
Christ maynever bid you come. 


Hopeless, friendless, and forsaken, 
Sadly drawn, by chance away 
You may find yourself mistaken 
At the great decisive Day. Tareceires 
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FHE STAR OF PROMISE. 


There isa star that sweetly gleams 

Far o’er the lonely Pilgrims way, 

That shines with brillant, lucid beams 
And gilds the path with welcome ray. 


The clotid that hovers ©’er the tomb, 
The fear that chills the timid soul, 

The ills that fill the mind with gloom 
“The Star of premise” shall gentrewl. 
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The services required of the Editors by the Gencral Convention are much need * 


ed and must be, PuncrvatLty performed. 







































Pociry....Notice. 


Wide o’er the earth its brilliance glows 
And with extended splendor bright 
Through the world its radiance throws 
And yields to Zion sheering light. 


It fills the wretched heart with peace, 
Forbids the wand’rer far to roam, 

It bids the struggling passions cease, 
And leads the stranger to a home. 
The anxious Christian seeks relief 
Impell’d by troub!es and by care, 
Cheered is his soul and fled his grief, 


Vhen once he views “the promis’d Star.” 


‘he lonely trav’ler on his way 
Lo Zion’s tower turns his feet, 
He views the Star’s extended ray, 
And longs the grateful flame to greet. 


The pious sezman rudely toss’d 
Amid the billows of the main, 
With each enticing prospect lost, 
And every hope of comfort vain, 


Long with the tempest hardly plies ; 
Yet, mark the smile through all his care ! 
For lo! beyond the distant skies 

He views the soul-endearing Siar / 


The child of sorrow fill’d with woes, 
(A stranger on the world’s domain, 
No gleam of hepe can wealth disclose 
Nor time ean free his soul from pain, ) 


Still weekly bends his wearied course, 
pe fainis beneath his irksome load ; 
Yetcan the Star his ills disperse, 

And sweetly light the darksome road! 


The night, that covers o’er the grave, 
Surreunds with dread the sombre way, 
The flags ofdeath, that darkly wave 
And tell the grisly monarch’s sway, 


Shall all dismiss their sable gloom, 
When once a radiance from afar 
Dispels the horrors of the tomb, 


And welcome hails “the promis’d Star lad 


Oh precious light, that beams around 
The happy Christian’s dying bed ! 
Whose mild solacing ra¥s$urfound 
The faithful Pilgrim’s weary head ! 


Long may thy soul-enliv’ning beams 
Within me tracet heir fairest lines, 

While future conduct loud proclaims 
To me “the Star of promise” shines. 
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